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Sertorius

Being entrusted with the command of a sci-
entific expedition to South Africa, he trav-
ersed the continent from w. to e. (1877), the
result of his travels being How I Crossed
Africa (1881). In 1884-6 he explored the
country between Mozambique and Lake Ny-
asa.

Serpent, a now almost obsolete form of
wind-instrument, curved to resemble some-
what a wriggling serpent, and said to have
been invented in 1590 by Edme Guillaume, a
French canon.

Serpent.

Serpent Eagle, a large, dark brown,
crested eagle, found chiefly in the Himalayas
and the Indian peninsula. Its food consists
chiefly of snakes and other reptiles, whence
comes its name.

Serpentine, HiMgaLiaOo, a greenish, rath-
er soft mineral with a dull, greasy or waxy
luster. It is found in various shades of green,
also yellow, gray, red, brown and black, and
Is often spotted or mottled. There are sev-
eral varieties: Common Serpentine, dark col-
ored and abundant; Precious Serpentine,
greenish and translucent, sometimes used as
a gem; Chrysodle, or fibrous serpentine, con-
sisting of fine parallel fibers, the chief source
of asbestos, and Verd-antique.

Serpent Mound, a work of the Hound
Builders, in Adams co., Ohio. Built in the
form of, a serpent, with a small oval mound
tying between its distended jaws, it extends
1,000 ft. in length, has a breadth of 30 ft, and
is 4 ft. high.

Serpent Worship, or Ophiolatry* The
cult of the serpent exists in many forms and
amonj many peoples. The cobra and the asp
were worshipped from earliest times. A large
living snake was kept at the ^Esculapium at
Alexandria and one at the temple of Metele
i$ the Nile Delta, In Greece serpents were re-

garded as guardians of graves, sanctuaries,
and dwellings, and Lheir presence in such
places and in various religious rites suggests
that certain of the Greek deities had once
been worshipped as snakes. Serpent worship
seems to have been established in Rome about
291 B.C. At the present time serpent worship
is undoubtedly more general in India than in
any othur portion of the world. Among cer-
tain of the North American Indians the 'snake
dance' is a characteristic ceremonial.

Serpula, a genus of Polychsetc worms, of
the family Serpulidae, whose members con-
struct coiled calcareous tubes, of a whitish
color, which are attached to stones or shells.
The worms bear on the anterior region a
crown of gills, often beautifully colored,
which they protrude from the mouth of the
tube. On an alarm the gills arc instantly with-
drawn, and the mouth of the tube is closed
by a plug called the operculum.

Serpula (S. vermiadaris).
Serrano y Dominguez, Francisco,
Duke de la Torre (1810-85), Spanish
statesman and general, was born in Anjonilla,
near Cadiz. Having joined Prim, Sagasta, and
others in conspiring against the government of
Queen Isabella, he was banished to the Canary
Islands (1868), but, returning in the same
year, defeated the queen's troops, and, having
driven her away into France, became the chiet
ruler (as regent) of Spain until the accession
of Amadeus (1870). He waged successful war
against the Carlists in 1872 and 1874, and dur-
ing the greater part of the latter year was
again at the head of the government, until he
resigned the power into the hands of Alfonso
xit.
Sertorius, Quintus (c. 125-72 B.C.), Ro-
man general, was a native of Nursia, In 83
Sertorius was praetor; the next year he went to
Spain but was forced to take refuge in Africa
from Sulla. In 80 he was invited by the Lusi-
tanians to lead them against the Romans, and
at the head of an army of Spanish volunteers
and Roman malcontents fc<? defeated several